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Prescribing tip for action

	
Shortage of Pancreatic enzyme replacement therapy (PERT) 
 
PERT is indicated for the treatment of pancreatic exocrine insufficiency such as in cystic fibrosis, pancreatic cancer, and pancreatitis. There is no clinical alternative to PERT. A national patient safety alert was issued in May 2024 detailing actions to be undertaken by clinicians and prescribers until the supply issues have been resolved. Details of this alert can be found on the MHRA website at  CAS-ViewAlert (mhra.gov.uk)

Supply issues are frequently being updated and are currently affecting a wide range of PERT. For an up-to-date overview of the supply issues please see the SPS medicines supply tool which has details of any changes to resupply dates and updates to any previous communication and can be accessed through the SPS website at https://www.sps.nhs.uk/  
On 23rd August 2024 an additional medicine supply notification relating to Creon Micro Pancreatin 60.12mg gastro resistant granules was issued. Details of this notification can be found here. 
· Creon® Micro Pancreatin 60.12mg gastro-resistant granules are in limited supply until late September 2024. 
· Creon® 10,000 gastro-resistant capsules are in limited supply into primary care settings via the wholesalers. However, there is a small amount in secondary care which may be used for the patient cohort on Creon® Micro Pancreatin 60.12mg gastro-resistant granules.
·  Where Creon® 10,000 gastro-resistant capsules are not suitable, unlicensed supplies may be sourced, lead times vary.
Actions to take  
· Primary care clinicians should identify patients on Creon® Micro granules and ascertain if they have sufficient stock until resupply; where they have insufficient supply patient/carers should be advised to contact their secondary care specialists for one month’s supply of Creon® Micro Pancreatin 60.12mg gastro-resistant granules or for doses of 10000 units or more.
· Consider prescribing Creon 10,000 gastro-resistant capsules. They can be swallowed whole, or for ease of administration they may be opened, and the granules taken with acidic fluid or soft food, but without chewing. This could be apple sauce or yoghurt or any fruit juice with a pH less than 5.5, e.g. apple, orange or pineapple juice. 
· Prescribe unlicensed imports of PERT only where licensed alternatives are unavailable, working with local pharmacy teams to ensure orders are placed within appropriate time frames.
· Immediately refer patients to a specialist for advice on alternative treatments if above options are not suitable.


Guidance for prescribing Imported Creon
 
With regards to the shortage of pancreatic enzyme replacement therapy such as Creon and the availability of unlicensed imported stock that pharmacies can order, please be aware that:
· there is currently no listing on EMIS for the imported product for prescribers to select so an EPS prescription for the unlicensed product cannot be issued.
· an FP10 paper prescription should be issued including the text ‘Specified imported product (Special Order)’ 
· if the pharmacy already has an existing prescription and needs to order an unlicensed special, they will need to request a replacement prescription containing the above information to enable them to supply the unlicensed imported stock.

In the event of any queries from pharmacies regarding payment, they will have their costs covered if the prescription is endorsed by the pharmacy as a non-Part VIIIB special with the following information:
· Amount dispensed over pack size used;
· Invoice price per pack size from which the order was supplied less any discount or rebate;
· Manufacturers’/importers’ MHRA licence number;
· Batch number of the product supplied;
· SP

The following specialist importers have confirmed they can source unlicensed PERT preparations (please note there may be other companies that can also source supplies):
· Alium  (PANCREAZE® Delayed-Release Capsules)
· https://www.clinigengroup.com/ 
· Durbin  (Zenpep® Delayed-Release Capsules)
· Mawdsleys   (Creon®)
· Smartway  (Creon®)
· Target Healthcare  (Creon®, PANCREAZE® Delayed-Release Capsules, Viokace® Tablets, Zenpep® Delayed-Release Capsules)
· https://www.chemys.co.uk/ (Creon® Micro Pancreatin 60.12mg gastro-resistant granules)

The following tool provides options for PERTs by matching a patient’s current therapy against equivalent UK licensed products. It also states the enzymatic constituents by product and individual dose. Find PERT alternatives and equivalences – SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service – The first stop for professional medicines advice
To contact the Medicines Optimisation Team please phone 01772 504850
If you have any suggestions for future topics to cover in our prescribing tips please contact Nicola.schaffel@nhs.net
All content accurate and correct on the date of issue of this tip.
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